
Requirements for licensing for Doctors practicing Public Health
The FPH Board endorsed the position statement below in September 2017; approved by the FPH Workforce Standing Committee in August 2017.

Purpose of this statement
The mission of the FPH is to promote and protect the health and wellbeing of everyone in society by playing a leading role in assuring an effective public health workforce, promoting public health knowledge and advocating for the very best conditions for good health.

This paper clarifies the position of the FPH in relation to the practice of doctors who are registered public health specialists or those doctors who, if not on the General Medical Council specialist register, are members of fellows of the FPH and who practice public health medicine.

Whilst written in respect to public health specialists from medical backgrounds and their position in relation to revalidation, the FPH position is applicable to public health specialists from all backgrounds who need to ensure they meet the relevant standards and systems of their own regulatory bodies.

Background

All doctors with a licence to practice are legally required to revalidate if they wish to retain their UK licence to practice on the General Medical Council (GMC) register. The purpose of revalidation is to improve patient [and population] care by bringing all licensed doctors into a governed system that prioritises professional development and strengthens personal accountability. 

Revalidation takes place on a five-year cycle; a doctor’s performance is evaluated by way of an annual appraisal that informs the revalidation recommendation that the Responsible Officer will make to the GMC. On the basis of this recommendation, the GMC decides whether or not the doctor’s licence to practice should be renewed.

Since revalidation was introduced some doctors have asked the advice of the GMC about the need to be licensed to be able to undertake certain types of public health work.  The GMC has directed these doctors to seek the advice of FPH.  

Public health doctors practice in a very wide range of settings including international practice. Almost all do not interact directly with patients, but many carry substantial responsibility for the populations with whom they work or work for. Some are part-time and some work in voluntary roles or have only nominal stipends. Others are researchers and academics. Some of the doctors have roles and work that can, and are, undertaken by people who do not have a medical qualification. Non-medical PH professionals are not required to be revalidated, though the UK Public Health Register is in the process of introducing a system of revalidation. 

The GMC States:

A doctor who is registered with a licence to practise is permitted to carry out certain activities (often referred to as ‘privileges’). These include but are not restricted to:

· performing any duties as a physician, surgeon or other medical officer;
· prescribing prescription-only medicine;
· signing death certificates or other types of medical certificates;
· assessing the mental health state of an individual and recommend compulsory treatment.

Doctors who are registered without a licence to practise cannot exercise these privileges.
An employer may require a doctor to be registered with a licence to practise in some cases, even where their activities may fall outside of the privileges mentioned above.
If an individual is a doctor and is unclear for any reason whether they need a licence for the work they are doing, they should always seek advice from:
· Their employer
· Their medical defence organisation
· Their insurance and indemnity provider
· Independent legal counsel.
Doctors must be clear whether they are licensed, hold registration only, or neither. It is a criminal offence in the UK for a doctor to give the impression that they hold registration or a licence, if they don't.
 
If the doctor does not carry out any clinical practice or need a licence for their work, they may decide they don’t need their licence. A doctor can give up their licence but remain registered. This shows the GMC recognises their medical qualification and that they are in good standing with the GMC. They will also pay a reduced annual retention fee and won’t have to revalidate.

Elsewhere the GMC states (see http://www.gmc-uk.org/doctors/licensing.asp) that doctors need a license to practice if they ‘practice medicine’. ‘Practice’ refers to professional work, clinical or non-clinical, which may include work with little or no patient contact.
Position of the Faculty of Public Health

The purpose of the revalidation process is to ensure the highest standard of medical practice. This is consistent with the mission of the FPH.  Therefore public health doctors should be licensed, even if their practice does not include privileged activities. 

