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Call to amend Misuse of Drugs Regulations to make it easier to pilot overdose
prevention centres

In the United Kingdom, in 2020, there were 4,517 deaths related to illicit drug use; the
highest rate of drug related deaths since records began. It is necessary to provide the
full range of evidence-based drug treatment and harm reduction interventions to
prevent these deaths.

Overdose prevention centres are healthcare facilities where people consume their own
drugs under the supervision of trained staff who intervene in the event of an overdose.
These sites are provided in at least 13 countries, but not the UK. International evidence
demonstrates they reduce drug related deaths, encourage safer injecting practices to
prevent infections and increase engagement with wider drug treatment and support
services.

In December 2021, the Faculty of Public Health published an open letter calling for pilot
overdose prevention centres in the UK. This call was supported by 84 leading
organisations, including Royal Medical Colleges, public health bodies, drug service
providers, academic and third sector organisations; and numerous individual
signatories.

In response, the Government argued that there is no legal framework to run overdose
prevention centres in the UK. Although there is no law which specifically bans such
services, offences such as drug possession would be committed within them. Under the
Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001, some acts that would otherwise be controlled by the
Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 are already exempt from criminalisation, in order to enable
services that reduce harms.

Over the past year, the Drug Science Enhanced Harm Reduction Working Group has
been researching the feasibility of setting up pilot overdose prevention centres in the
UK. This work has demonstrated there is a clear need for the services in areas with
high levels of drug related harm, and cross-agency support for their introduction.

We call on the Government to amend the Misuse of Drugs Regulations 2001 to make it
easier to establish pilots of overdose prevention centres. This is an easy step that
would not require primary legislation. It would help local agencies to build the evidence
base and save lives.
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Labour Campaign for Drug Policy Reform

Green Party

1 Call Care C.I.C

Addiction Professionals

Alcohol & Drugs Action

Alcohol Focus Scotland

Alternat+ves

Arch Healthcare

Association of Anatomical Pathology Technology

B3 Brent Service User Council

Barod

Blackpool Council



Bristol City Council

Bristol Drugs Project (BDP)
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Volteface
We Are With You

Individual signatories — 436 / 34 Members Parliament
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Dr Margaret Douglas, MPH Programme Co-Director, University of Edinburgh
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Dr Simon Ferris
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Dr Suzanne Tang, Public Health Specialty Registrar

Dr Tim Worthley, Clinical Lead Arch Healthcare, PCN Clinical Director
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Dr Tom May, Research Fellow, University of Bristol
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Dr Zara Hansen, Public Health Specialty Registrar
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Edward William Davies, Data Scientist
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Emine Jane Omer

Emma Clark, Service Manager, Kaleidoscope

Emma Cookson

Eve MacLeod

Evelyn Houf

Felix Johnson

Fintan Dominic Smith
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Fionnuala Casey

Fran Bury, Public Health Specialty Registrar

Frances Matthewson

Francis Mitchell

Fraser Hoggan, Chief Executive Officer, Alcohol & Drugs Action

Gabriel Alterman

Gabriel Stoltz

Gabriella Bancroft

Gai Smith

Gareth Morgan

Georgia Threadgold, Senior Project Manager (Hepatitis C Elimination)

Georgina Mills, Neuroscience Research Assistant

Gilda Nunez, Public Health Lead, Drugs and Alcohol, Local Authority



Gillian Baillie-Sharp

Greg Cooper, PhD student

Guy Rainey, Director of Business Development, Change Grow Live

Hailey Zislis, Health Improvement Manager (Drugs), Public Health Scotland
Hannah Poulter, Research Associate

Harri Lloyd-Williams, Public Health Practitioner

Harry Shapiro, Director, DrugWise

Harvey Berrington

Hazel Close, Lead Pharmacist Public Health, NHS Fife

Heather Ross

Helen Benson, Public Health Specialty Registrar

Helen Macdonald

Helen Rodgers, Service Manager St Anne's Harm Reduction Social Support Team, St Anne's Community
Services/Forward Leeds

Helen Thompson Jones, Hepatology Clinical Nurse Specialist

lain Cameron, Manager Harm Reduction Services, Extern

lan Hamilton, Associate Professor of Addiction, University of York

Isabella Pakulska

James Bunn, Head of Operations, Drug Science

James Edmondson, Service Development Manager, Forward Trust

James McCombe, Service Manager Substance Use & Criminal Justice, No Limits
James O'Driscoll MPharm, Pharmacist

Janet Thompso

Jason Hill, Police officer,

Jason Kew (Hon MFPH), Senior Innovative Practice Lead, The Centre For Justice Innovation
Jeanette Ann Walker, Councillor, Middlesbrough Council

Jeanne Mackay

Jeff Black
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Jennifer Gatti, Learning Content Lead, With You

Jennifer McEwan, Pharmacist

Jenny Buckley

Jeremy Ferris, Anti Social Behaviour Officer, Local Government, Northern Ireland
Jo Riley

Joan Brown

Joanna Foster

Joanne Bramald

John Jolly, CEO

John McLuskey, Associate Professor of Nursing

John Mooney FFPH, Consultant in Public Health, NHS Grampian

John Pitchers, Chair, Association of Anatomical Pathology Technology



Jon Findlay, National Harm Reduction Lead

Joseph Holloway

Joshua Torrance, Criminology teacher (University level), University of Bristol
Judith Tate, Service Coordinator - Alcohol and Other Drugs Service

Julian Surey

Julie Billett

Julie Hunt

Julie McCartney

Kadeem Marshall-Oxley, Community organiser, No More Exclusions
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Kate Moss, Business Development Manager, Harbour Housing

Kate Newberry, Senior Housing Intervention Worker, Kaleidoscope

Kate Shethwood, Public Health Specialty Registrar

Kath Davies, Kaleidoscope

Katharine Shethwood, Public Health Specialty Registrar

Katherine Watkinson

Kathleen McCallion

Keiran Ogier, Director of services / Responsible Individual, 1Call Care C.I.C.
Kendra Schneller, Homeless and Inclusion Health Project Lead, The Queen's Nursing Institute
Kerry Littleford, Public Health Specialty Registrar

Kevin Davey

Khadidja Tebbakh, Account Manager

Kieren Olds, Peer Coordinator, Hepatitis C Trust

Kirsty Limburn, Bereaved Mother

Kirsty Nelson, Parish Nurse

Lady Val Corbett, Founder, The Corbett Network

Laura Ogilvie

Laura Roberts, Assertive Outreach Practitioner, Kaleidoscope

Leanne Ellaway, Social Worker, AWP

Leanne Jones, Public Health Student,

Lee Buckley

Leigh Westmore

Leighton Lovell, Peer Champion, Gwent Drug and Alcohol Service

Leila Reid, Director of Corporate Services, The Hepatitis C Trust

Leonie Roberts, Consultant in Public Health

Lesley Parkinson, Restorative Thinking

Lewis Boddy

Lianne Edwards

Lilli Waples, MScR Psychology Student, University of Bristol

Lisa Byrne, Changing Futures Surrey / English Substance Use Commissioners Group



Lisa Meredith, Gwent APB

Lisa Rigby, Drop-In Services Coordinator, Crew 2000
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Louisa Chowen, Service Manager for Drug and Alcohol Services Bristol
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Maija Sarkkama, Drug Counsellor, Crew2000
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Michael Hunter, Drug and Alcohol Counsellor
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Natalie Savery

Natalie Travis, National Head of Service, Turning Point
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